
 
Professor Mary-Catherine Harrison        Class Time: W 4:00 to 6:30 
mc.harrison@udmercy.edu               Class Room: Briggs 023 
Office: Briggs 218                                                             Office Hours: T/Th 12:45 to 2:30    

 
Adapting Women 

 

 
 
How have expectations of gender and sexuality changed or stayed the same over the past two 
hundred years?  In this course, we will investigate this question through the critical lens of 
adaptation—that is, through stories, novels, and films that tell and retell stories about women.  We 
will examine adaptations in fiction and in film (as well as the “original” texts they revise) in order to 
investigate the process of adaptation and how it functions as fictional or cinematic interpretation.  
By examining texts in relation with each other, we will be able to compare and contrast authors’ use 
of literary and cinematic form and discuss the cultural values, social context, and gender politics that 
inform each text.  We will begin the course by reading “classic” fairy tales paired with modern 
feminist revisions and animated retellings.  We will then read pairs of literary texts alongside 
cinematic adaptations.   
 

Required Texts: 
 
The Bloody Chamber, The Bloody Chamber, by Angela Carter (Penguin) 
Pride and Prejudice, by Jane Austen (Broadview Literary Texts) 
Bridget Jones’s Diary, by Helen Fielding (Penguin) 
Jane Eyre, by Charlotte Brontë (Broadview Literary Texts) 
Wide Sargasso Sea, by Jean Rhys (Norton Critical Editions) 
Mrs. Dalloway, by Virginia Woolf (HBC Trade—Harvest by Harcourt Brace) 
The Hours, by Michael Cunningham (Picador) 

 
 
 



Grade Distribution: 
 
20%--Attendance, Participation, In-class writing 
30%--Short Essays 
25%--Long Essay 
25%--Final Exam 

 
Reading: 
 

The reading for this class is very heavy.  You will need to carve out significant time in your schedule 
in order to complete all of the assigned reading. It is absolutely essential to the success of the class 
that you complete the readings before each class discussion—if you cannot do so you should not 
take the class. 
 

Participation: 
 

Active, thoughtful participation in every class discussion is required and contributes significantly to 
your final grade. 

 
Attendance: 
 

Because this is an intensive seminar that meets only once a week, you can miss one class without 
penalty.  The second absence will lower your final grade one-third of a grade.  Every additional 
absence will lower your final grade two-thirds of a grade.  Alternately, perfect, on-time attendance for 
the semester will earn you 3 bonus points on the final exam. 
  
If you do miss class, contact me by email and get any missed handouts from our Blackboard site or from 
me.  Missed in-class writing cannot be made up. 

 
Written Work: 
 

In-class writing:  There will be regular, unannounced in-class writing assignments during class.  This 
is a time for you to organize your thoughts and prepare for class discussion.  This might also take the 
form of short reading quizzes. 

 
Short Essays:  There will be SIX 2 page essays.  Short essays are not summaries of the reading; instead, 
they will explore ideas or insights that you had while reading.  Unless directed otherwise, each short 
essay should have a single, unified, original argument that you defend with evidence from the text. 
 
Long Essay:  You will write one 8 to 10 page paper during the semester.  This paper must 
incorporate literary criticism.  The final essay will be due December 7th.  You will present your 
research during our final class. 
 
Final Exam:  There will be a final exam for this class.  The final exam will ask you to synthesize 
material from our readings and make new and original hypotheses about the process of adaptation.  
The final exam will include submissions from students.  The final exam will be held December 14th. 
 

Office Hours: 
 

Office hours will be held Wednesdays from 2:00 to 4:00 and Thursdays from 12:00 to 1:00.  Please 
come talk about the class, your written work, or adaptation in any form! 
 



Schedule of Readings: 
 
This schedule might evolve or change as the semester progresses.  Additional readings will be distributed by 
handout or on Blackboard during the semester.   
 
1).  Wednesday, September 7th 

Introductions 
 
2).  Wednesday, September 14th 
Fairy Tales 
 
3).  Wednesday, September 21st 
The Bloody Chamber 
 
4).  Wednesday, September 28th 
Jane Eyre 
 
5).  Wednesday, October 5th 

Jane Eyre 
 
6).  Wednesday, October 12th 
Wide Sargasso Sea 
 
7).  Wednesday, October 19th 
Wide Sargasso Sea 
 
8).  Wednesday, October 26th 
Pride and Prejudice 
 
9).  Wednesday, November 2nd 
Pride and Prejudice 
 
10).  Wednesday, November 9th 
Bridget Jones’s Diary 
 
11).  Wednesday, November 16th 
Mrs. Dalloway 
 
12).  Wednesday, November 23rd 
Cancelled 
 
13).  Wednesday, November 30th 
The Hours 
 
14).  Wednesday, December 7th 

Final Research Paper Presentations 
 
Final Exam Due Wednesday, December 14th  


